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The Federal Communications has invited comments from the public on the recently
released FCC Docket 99-235 that concers potential changes in FM Itanslutor regulations

andd processing as well as LP-FM passible revisions.

WAY-FM Media Group, Inc. srongly opposes the ldea discossed in section 33 of the
Sevomd Order on Reconsideration released March 17, 2003 that questions whether
presently filed momally exclusive raopslator apnlications fiked during the March 2003

Iranslater window, should possibly be dismisye.

As u nom-commercial NCE licensee of several full power NCE stations, the translator
applicarions we have made are in luitly elose proximity to one of our lecally promrammed
full power broadeast stations. WA Y-FM, like many other non-commercial, educational
chtities. have already spent signitiennt dollors assoeiated with thers tranclator filinge in

cnpwneering consulting and lecal fees.



!_a_‘:

Funding for many NCT broadeasters is a constant challenpe and since we have madc a
respegtablye investmenl already to place applicationg on file (in many cascs with listener
donated dollars), it would be unflair to dismiss these mutually exclusive applications at

least prior to a settlement oppartunity.

We believe that a 60 or 90 day settlement opportunity should he first given to MO groups
to work on resolving some of the comflicls, Many mutually exclusive translalors can be
technically resolved with simple minor change amendments. Perhips wller u settlement
appartanity has hesn completed, those franslamr channels that stll remain eould be
dismaissed and used for potential LE-Fh filings. But to do so before o settlement window
is opened as previously promised by the FCC would be unlair o NCE broadeasters who
have demonstrded excellen 1nck records and providing a veluable programming servies

1o the public.

We firrthermore want to go on record strangly in favor of “grandfathering” protection 1o
Fh translators who are presently licensed or where construction permits arc already
granted, WAY-FM owned trunslators are already rendering a very valuable service. in

many ¢ases o small mral argas and commumlivy where cur programming 13 not availahle

on [ull serviee Tachio slalions,



1.
The andlences in oar Iransdator markets have feithfully supported our station during
pledoe drives, Furthermore, in many sitletions, listeners have underwritten the cost of
cquipment and other expenses prior te coming on the air, If any of these rapsiames were
displaced, there would be sipnificent credibilily loss for WAY-FM or for that matter any
existing WCF hrondcaster that has raised advance funding from local cumuunity
residents for the purpnse nf providing 4 uew FM translator service. Please DO NOT
permit LPF-FM from displacmp coment FM transintors or construction permits. Also,
when MX groups arc comprised solely of NCE applicants, pleasc allow for the normal
procedural settlement window process to allow gromps to work on resolving conflicts as

you have dong in the past with NCE full power and MCE translator M3 proups.
Ulimately, WAY-IM wenld he in fvor of resolving remaining TM translator confliects

that exist. affer 2 selloment window, by utlizing the “point system™ provided of course

that the cntize MX grnip i3 comprised of NCE applicants.
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